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Summary of Insights

● It’s no surprise, but the data reminds us that college sports are a major part 
of American culture.

● Most Americans initially agree that college athletes should be allowed to 
earn compensation based on their association with college sports. This 
opinion is stronger among those who are most interested in college sports, 
and those with personal connections to NCAA athletes.

● According to respondents, the most likely outcome of allowing compensation 
is expanded opportunities for college athletes. And since a plurality of those 
who are interested in college sports cite future opportunities and success for 
young people as a main reason for their interest, this is an important finding. 
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Summary of Insights 
● Respondents are particularly likely to support compensation for athletes once 

they hear that:
○ Restrictions on college athlete compensation hurt low-income players
○ College athletes put their bodies on the line & take substantial risks that could 

result in career-ending injuries
○ The time commitment to their sport makes it difficult to find a job elsewhere
○ Everyone associated with college sports is making money, except the players
○ Athletes are treated differently than other students on scholarship

● After hearing these facts, support for compensation increases further. 

● Respondents support various specific reforms, especially college athletes 
being paid for endorsements, paid internships or apprenticeships, and trust 
funds funded by businesses or boosters (paid out after graduation).  

● The facts are on the side of fair compensation for college student-athletes.
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Methodology

● n1030
● Online
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This survey was conducted May 5 – 9, 2021, with 1030 U.S adults. It has a margin of 
error of ±3.05%. Respondents were interviewed via online panel. This survey was 
weighted to U.S. adult universe.

Sample Size & Mode



Initial Opinions 
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College sports are a major part of American culture.
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More than 6-in-10 respondents say they either have a strong interest in at least one college 
sport (32.5%) or are somewhat interested in college sports (29%). More than 3-in-4 respondents 
are aware that NCAA athletes cannot currently “get paid for things like appearances, 
endorsements, signing autographs, or licensing their name, image, or likeness.”

● Women: 51% interested, Men: 72%
● South: 66% interested
● <50 yo: 65%, 50+: 58%
● The #1 reason people choose for their interest in college sports is 

the way they help young people get opportunities and success 
in life (17%).

● Awareness is fairly stable across demographics.
● 90% of former athletes and 92% of those with an athlete 

in their family are aware of the rules.



Most initially agree that compensation of college athletes 
should be allowed.
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● NCAA Athlete: 69% agree / 21% disagree
● NCAA Athlete in Family: 66% / 21%
● Interested in College Sports: 64% / 23%

58% of respondents agree from the 
outset that “college athletes should be 
allowed to earn compensation based 
on their association with college 
sports.” Agreement increases among 
current and past NCAA athletes and 
those with an athlete in the family, as 
well as those who are most interested 
in college sports.



Expanding opportunity is the most likely outcome. 
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● Women: 40% expand opportunities
● Low income: 40% expand opportunities
● <50 yo: 43% expand opportunities

Allowing college athletes to earn 
compensation based on their status as an 
athlete will expand opportunities for college 
athletes. A very small minority (14%) of 
respondents believe that allowing 
compensation will “destroy college sports.” 



Reasons for 
Compensation
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Respondents are more likely to support compensation after hearing the 
facts.
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Respondents are particularly likely to support compensation for college athletes once they’re told: restrictions on college athlete 
compensation hurts low-income players; college athletes put their bodies on the line and take substantial risks that could result in 
career-ending injuries, yet they are denied opportunities to financially benefit from sports; the time commitment to their sport makes it 
difficult to find a job elsewhere; and that everyone associated with college sports is making money, except the players. 



Informed 
Opinions
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After learning more, support for compensation increases.
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After hearing additional information, 
support for compensation increases 
(+34 net-agree → +37 net-agree). 



Respondents support a proposed package of reforms. 
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A majority of respondents support a 
proposal that would “allow college 
athletes to earn compensation from 
endorsements, internships and 
apprenticeships with employers, and 
let businesses and boosters create 
trust funds for athletes to be paid 
when they receive a college degree” 
(51% support / 24% oppose). 



Elements of the proposal. 
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● Paying athletes for endorsements is the most 
popular idea among those who are interested in 
college sports (41%). 

● Current and former student athletes generally 
choose endorsements (31%) or the trust fund 
option (32%).

● Those with an NCAA athlete in the family choose 
endorsements (40%) and paid internships (39%).  

The most popular proposals for 
compensation for college athletes are paid 
endorsements, paid internships or 
apprenticeships, and trust funds funded by 
businesses or boosters. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demographics
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Demographics

GENDER
● Female - 50.8%
● Male - 49.2%

AGE
● 18 - 34 - 27.9%
● 35 - 49 - 25.9%
● 50 -64 - 24.8%
● 65+ - 21.4%

PARTISANSHIP
● Republican - 33.8%
● Democratic - 40.8%
● Independent - 10.8%
● Third-party - 4.4%
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IDEOLOGY
● Conservative - 38.4%
● Very Conservative - 18.9%
● Somewhat Conservative - 19.5%
● Moderate - 30.7%
● Liberal - 26.6%
● Somewhat Liberal - 13.7%
● Very Liberal - 12.9%

COLLEGE ATHLETES
● Yes - 12.4%
● No - 87.6% 

FAMILY NCAA ATHLETE
● Yes - 22.7%
● No - 77.3% 

EDUCATION
● Some/All HS - 24.5%
● Some College - 23.5%
● College+ - 46.3%

INCOME
● <$50k/yr - 35.7%
● $50k - $100k/yr- 33.0%
● $100k+/yr - 31.3%

CENSUS REGIONS
● Northeast - 17.1%
● South - 38.3%
● Midwest - 20.8%
● West - 23.8%
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